
What	is	employABILITY in	ICT,	and	
how	do	we	develop	it?
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Are	graduates	ready	for	this?
• Self-directed,	cognitive,	autonomous	work
• Flexible	working	hours
• Multiple	reporting	points
• Awareness	of	rights	and	responsibilities
• Ability	to	assert	acceptable	behaviours
• Capable	of	tackling	competition	with	creativity
• Skilled	to	manage	power	relations
• Confident	in	securing	networked	forms	of	employment
• Managing	work	that	is	isolated	and/or	virtual



Employability	development

Undergraduate,	35,000	responses	(Weighted)	

AUSSE	(now	SEQ):	Have	students	in	the	past	year:

• Talked	about	career	plans?
• Improved	employability	knowledge	&	skills?
• Explored	how	to	apply	their	learning	in	the	workforce?
• Set	career	development	goals	and	plans?
• Explored	where	to	look	for	jobs	relevant	to	their	interests?
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Talked	about	career	plans		with	teaching	staff	or	advisors	
Improved	knowledge	and	skills	that	will	contribute	to	employability
Explored	how	to	apply	your	learning	 in	the	workforce
Set	career	development	goals	and	plans
Explored	where	to	look	for	jobs	relevant	to	your	interests

ICT



EmployABILITY	development	is not

• Employment
• A	destination
• Achieved	at	graduation
• A	certificate
• A	job
• Something	developed	exclusively
in	the	workplace



EmployABILITY is

“The	ability	to	find,	create	and	sustain	
meaningful	work	across	lengthening	working	
lives	and	multiple	work	settings.”

Bennett,	D.	(2016).	Developing	employability	in	higher	education	music.	
Arts	and	Humanities	in	Higher	Education.



How	do	students	develop	
employABILITY?



Rethinking	employABILITY development

• Metacognitive

• To	engage	staff	and	students

• To	adopt	a	shared	definition	of	employability

• To	share	best	practice	across	all	experiential	
education,	including	in	the	co-curricular	space

• To	redefine	employability	development	with	a	
focus	on	the	cognitive



• Lack	of	time
• Lack	of	resources
• Lack	of	expertise
• Lack	of	interest

Barriers	for	educators:



Employability
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Online
Formative
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Research	enabled
Educator	linked
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