
Equity	and	Diversity	in	ICT
Jo	Coldwell-Neilson
Deakin	University





10860

9504
1356

Total	domestic	enrolments:
2001	– 684,540
2008	– 771,570
2015	– 1,046,682





Engagement	in	primary	school

Engagement	in	early	secondary	school	

Engagement	from	year	9

Engagement	in	further	and	higher	
education

Workforce	population

Participation	in	ICT

• Digital	Technologies	Curriculum
• Unconfident,	unqualified	(in	ICT)	

teachers
• Interventions	such	as	CSER	MOOC

• Digital	Technologies	Curriculum
• Insufficient	qualified	teachers
• Integration	into	curriculum
• Unconfident	teachers
• Interventions	– Code	Rangers,	Go	

Girl,	PC4G,	Tech	Girls	are	
Superheroes	…	

• Digital	Literacy	Schools’	Grants

• Low	representation	
• Lack	of	role	models
• Unconscious	bias
• Female	unfriendly	curriculum

Females	made	up	
12%	of	ICT	student	
population	in	2015



Moving	forward	…
• Barriers	to	participation
• Lack	of	expertise	in	schools
• Lack	of	understanding	by	career	teachers	and	parents
• Negative	media	publicity
• …

• Facilitators	of	participation
• Interventions	(Tech	Girls	are	Superheroes)
• Positive	media	publicity	(ACS	advertising	campaign)
• Education

• Parents,	teachers	…
• Support	for	ICT	curriculum	in	schools	(eg DLSG)

• …


