
The Demand Driven System, Sector 
Deregulation and Information Systems
Prof. Deborah Bunker 

The University of Sydney Business School

ACPHIS President



Setting the SceneSetting the Scene

Michael Gallagher – Executive Director (Go8) Presentation – extracted 
slides. 

“Micro-economic Reform of Australia’s Higher Education Industry Sector” 

– full presentation available at https://go8.edu.au/article/micro-economic-
reform-australian-higher-education-industry-implications-abbott-
governmentsgo e e ts
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Implications for Accreditation





What of IS?What of IS? 

If f ll d l ti f th tIf full deregulation of the sector occurs:

Business faculties will be impacted by institutional funding policy 
decisions i.e. numbers of students and level of fees – institutional 
and then faculty (reputational) factors will play a role.

Engineering faculties will be affected by institutional marketing 
policy decisions i.e. more general degrees or selected 
specialisations – faculty and then institutional (reputational) factorsspecialisations faculty and then institutional (reputational) factors 
will play a role.

IS also needs to carefully manage it’s identity and differentiationIS also needs to carefully manage it s identity and differentiation 
from other ICT disciplines (wherever IS groups are located in an 
institution).



Suggestions For the Long TermSuggestions...For the Long Term

Institutions and faculties should recognize opportunities to innovate 
within the marketplace – agility will be a key.

Opportunities to partner with (internal) business, technology and 
other faculties – most institutions have experience with this.

Opportunities to partner with other (external) public and private 
providers both in Australia and overseas – most institutions also 
have experience with this but not necessarily with competitorshave experience with this but not necessarily with competitors.



Efforts should be targeted to provide quality education that 
“mirrors” the vocational market (demand and graduate placementmirrors  the vocational market (demand and graduate placement 
are significant issues) but that also offers a “unique” experience 
(differentiation of IS courses and careers) especially where 
Universities have “niche” research and teaching expertise andUniversities have niche  research and teaching expertise and 
may lack scale. 



Important Factors

1. Govt research funding (is shrinking) – Cat 2 and below is now 
a priority to maintain research expertise and ability to 
differentiate educational offerings;g

2. ARC ERA (niche) data - required to better understand where 
niche research expertise is located; and

3. Industry involvement is critical in teaching and research focus3. Industry involvement is critical in teaching and research focus 
development (impact and relevance) so that course demand 
results in placements for graduates.


