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National Competitive Grants Program 
$810M in 11-12 

Discovery  &  
Fellowships 

$502 M 

Linkage & Centres 
$308 M 

The ARC 

•  Support research excellence 
•  Funding for facilities and equipment that researchers 

need to be internationally competitive  
•  Support future researchers  
•  Provide incentives for partnerships and collaboration 

nationally and internationally   

Evaluation 
and Policy 

Excellence in 
Research for 

Australia 
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Government Investment in Research  
 2011-12 

Total: $9.4B 
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ARC and Innovation 

 
•  Supporting integrity and independence of the 

research system 
•  Expanding fellowships to attract the world’s 

best researchers 
•  Measuring the quality of Australian research 

(ERA) 
•  Building research capacity through 

collaboration 
•  Encouraging collaboration between research 

and business internationally 
 



Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	


NCGP Funding 

§  Funding for the NCGP in 2010-11 is $708.733 million 
 
§  Announced $67.4 million in funding for Linkage 

Grants scheme supporting 219 innovative projects in 
2011 (11 in IT areas, most (7) in 0801) 

 
§  Announced $255.9 million in 13 new ARC Centres of 

Excellence to commence in 2011 

§  Current rounds of DP, DECRA, FT, LP, LIEF, FL 
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NCGP Programs & Schemes  

Discovery Program 

Discovery Projects + DECRA 

Discovery Indigenous 
Researcher Development 

Future Fellowships 

Australian Laureate Fellowships 

Linkage Program 

Linkage Projects 

Linkage Infrastructure, 
Equipment and Facilities 

Linkage Learned Academies 
Special Projects 
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NCGP Programs & Schemes  

Centres 

ARC Centres of Excellence 

ARC Special Research Centres 

Co-funded Centres of 
Excellence 

Special Research 
Initiatives 

Research in Bionic Vision 
Science and Technology 

Stem Cell Science 

Thinking Systems 

EMBL 

AAO Fellowships 



Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	


ARC Changes 
•  New schemes/substantial changes: 

•  Discovery Early Career Awards (DECRA) 
•  Changes to Discovery – Discovery Outstanding 

Researcher Award (DORA) 
•  To come – Research Industry Training Awards (RITA) 

•  Revision and simplification of Funding Rules 
•  Changes to Peer Review of NCGP schemes (A-E) 
•  Updating of assessor databases 
•  New coding of RMS modules 
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Discovery Projects	


$792,571,438 
$730,793,885 

$619,713,779 

$504,331,451 
$449,164,285 

$356,913,631 

PE  BSB EE  SBE MIC HCA 

Total ARC Funding (new and ongoing) for DP  
(2002 to 2009) 

BSB 
21% 

EE  
18% 

HCA 
10% 

MIC 
13% 

PE  
23% 

SBE 
15% 

Average Annual Proportion of ARC 
funding for new and ongoing DP 

projects  
(2002 - 2009)  by discipline 
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Proposals received in ICT with comparison to Engineering 
and Natural Sciences  
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Proposals received in ICT by schemes and submit year  
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Involvement of ICT components (by RFCD) in natural sciences 
and engineering research (cross-disciplinary research)  
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Number of proposals received in ICT in Submit Year 2011 and 
comparison with Engineering and Natural Sciences  

FL – 8 applications;  FT – 37 applications (~50% in 0801) 
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Funding for projects in ICT, natural sciences and engineering 
since 2001 (not including co-funded Centres and some 
Special Research Initiatives projects)  
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Funding proportion among ICT, natural sciences and 
engineering projects  
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Funding for ICT by scheme and commencement year since 2006  

NICTA funding – 2002/03-2010/11: $379.1M (ARC $187.2M) 



Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	


0% 
10% 
20% 
30% 
40% 
50% 
60% 

To
ta

l s
uc

ce
ss

 ra
te

 (2
00

1 
to

 2
01

0)
 

ICT Nat. Sci. and Engineering 

Success rate for ICT proposals in comparison with natural 
sciences and engineering disciplines combined, by scheme  
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Success rate of ICT proposals in comparison with natural 
sciences and engineering disciplines combined, by submit year  
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ERA Process Overview 
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Objectives of ERA 
•  Establish an evaluation framework that gives 

government, industry, business and the wider community 
assurance of the excellence of research conducted in 
Australia’s institutions; 

•  Provide a national stocktake of discipline-level areas of 
research strength and areas where there is opportunity for 
development in Australia’s higher education institutions; 

•  Identify excellence across the full spectrum of research 
performance; 

•  Identify emerging research areas and opportunities for 
further development; 

•  Allow for comparison of Australia’s research nationally 
and internationally for all discipline areas. 
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ERA 2010 at a glance 
•  All 41 eligible institutions participated 
 
•  2435 units of evaluation assessed at the two- and 

four-digit level 
 
•  Over 330,000 research outputs and 55,000 

researchers represented 
 
•  All ERA outcomes are available on the ARC website 
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ERA 2010 – 08 summary	




Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	




Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	




Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	




Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	




Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	


ERA 2010 – 10 summary	
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Income coded to ICT in ERA	
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ERA RCI Income coded to ICT	
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ERA Australian Competitive grant income 
coded to ICT	


$0	  

$2,000,000	  

$4,000,000	  

$6,000,000	  

$8,000,000	  

$10,000,000	  

$12,000,000	  

	  	  	  	  	  0801	   	  	  	  	  	  0802	   	  	  	  	  	  0803	   	  	  	  	  	  0804	   	  	  	  	  	  0805	   	  	  	  	  	  0806	   	  	  	  	  	  0807	   	  	  	  	  	  0899	   	  	  	  	  	  1005	   	  	  	  	  	  1006	  

ACG	  income	  (ERA)	  

2006	  

2007	  

2008	  



Web: arc.gov.au      Email: info@arc.gov.au	


ERA staff coded to ICT	
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Where the discipline sits in ERA	
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IT issues from ERA	


•  Conference publications – peer review or 
metrics?	


•  Coding of articles with > 66% in discipline 
(helps enabling disciplines)	


•  Comments on ERA 2012 by Aug 1	

•  Suggestions for ERA RECs – both national and 

international expertise	



