Why few Women in ICT 
1. Small group discussions

2. Plenary following small group discussions

3. Conclusion
1. Small group discussion

Group 1

International students ( greater numbers of females

Domestic ( lower numbers of females

Advisors pre uni not encouraging this career

Maths pre-requirement ?? (perhaps related to above) 

Ads portraying all men in profession as examples

The image of ICT!!

– can I work part time?

– can I travel?

– career interruption?

Decision happens in Yr 9/10 – very early


Vets paid to get a vet on “Home+Away” (?) to improve the image

Get rid of Yr 11/12 IT units?

Group 2
· Culture, stereotypes, no role models

· Geeky tool rather than saving the world

· No soft skills taught, e.g., communication, law

· Teaches tools rather than outcomes e.g., health informatics

· More creative, design needed

· Curriculum or perceived curriculum

· Ideas are set in high schools before year 10

· No female computer nerds on film or TV

· No easy fix, long term change in perception needed

· Application of IT to clothing

Group 3
· How can we make a more “broadly” inclusive curriculum – not just a gender issue, cultural/national impacts

· Lack of clear understanding of careers advisors about IT
2. Plenary following small group work
Decision made early in school – middle years – advisors (teacher, family) negative about ict

( image of ict in media, lack of role-models

( ict career image, negative alignment with female life journey

( lack of understanding by advisors

Need to present successful graduates into middle schools;

Issue stronger for female domestic c/f international; need to try to understand cultural basis/bias

No short time fix – needs longer term society change

Curriculum serious at fault – too much tools not outcomes; need to broaden context, diversity of areas

No crusades by women

No or different ICT courses in schools
3. Conclusions
· Perception of broad function/role of ICT is lacking

· Perception of domestic students differs from that of international students where there is a greater proportion of females studying ICT.

· Apparently not suited to female job and family considerations

· Lack of female role models for ICT

· Domestic students are making their minds up early, before year 10

· ICT advisors in high schools have a limited understanding of ICT 

1. Gender-inclusive curriculum

Needs definition

Impact of schooling – mixed or single sex education? 

Female bias towards info sys/business programs

Female motivation by human problem, solving problems (not tools), perception, project work relevant to human condition, evidence in experience elsewhere; not tools/technology focus without purpose.

Gender inclusive curriculum could better serve male students (60:40) how c/f what for as motivation – early as big picture setting

Socialization issues - Teamwork in mixed groups negative for females; Deod issues
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